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revenge on the Jew who had tricked him before he went to India. Al the
treasure mn the well was looted, the Jew was pitched in and the well filled 1n
upon him. Next the treasure in the frontier fortress was gathered 1n, Great
festivities followed in Damascus, which continued for two months, at the
end of which Humay asked the Syrian king to fulfil his promise of seven years
since and to marry him to Gul. The wedding was celebrated with due pomp
and circumstance, and the king handed over his kingdom, to which Byzantjyy
had now been added, for Humay to rule over with his father’s consent The
king of Egypt then departed homewards, and the Indian army was sent back
to India.
With the Rose of Kamkar, enthroned as king
Humay passed all his days in happiness
until ninety years had flown over him
and fate rolled up the scroll of s hfe.
He remained not in this world, neither his mate,
for there no heart enjoys eternal gratification.

So the tale of Huméy and Gul comes to its quiet close. and the complacent
poet commuts his work to the judgment of his unnamed patron.









Humiy’s letters to the kings of Egypt and Syria and to Gul (vefses 3651-3760)
Gul would have accompanied the messenger back to Hun_my, but at that
juncture the Caesar attacked with all his legions.  Gul distinguished hersejf
in the ensuing battle, killing two hundred Byzantine champions, so that the
Caesar thought that Humay himself had returned to the_ wars, one of hyg
commanders disclosed to him the true identity of the ferocious warrior, more

deadly than Humay himself.

When Caesar heard this his heart grew sad,
tears of blood rained down his cheeks.

He said, ¢ Because of the Syrian king’s daughter
my heart had become a puisoner in the trap,
now my soul 1s fearfully afiaid on acount of her,

through her my army will be brought to ruin ’

The Caesar urged his soldiers to make an even greater effort and to defeat
the A1abs before Humiy could reinforce them. He flung 600,000 men into
the fray (verses 3761-3850) Gul mastered 20,000 waritors to oppose the
Byzantines and a savage battle followed n which both sides suffered grievous
losses. The Arabs were defeated, and Gul fled to her father’s tent to find
that he had vanished ; the king of Egypt had also taken the headlong road back
home. Gul found the Syrian king liding with the remnants of his army in an
impenetrable forest The Byzantne hosts 1inged them round, but could not
force their way into the bivouac, the Cacsar therefore decided to besiege the
forest and wait for hunger and the snakes to finish off the fugitives,

For three months the Synan refugees were beleaguered Then the king
sent out scouts to seek news of Humay. Gul cursed capricious fortune day
and night, and was on the pomt of cutting her own throat. But Humay was
on the way; hearing of the plight of the Syrians, he redoubled his pace and
overtook his father in a joyous reunion (verses 3851-3925). Humay cheered
the Egyptian king with the news that a huge Indian army with countless
elephants and camels was not far away; he also mentioned the treasure which
the king of India had pressed on him. After two days the reinforcements
would arrive, and then all should go forward to the relief of the Syiian king
and his daughter. The king of Egypt at once sent a fleet messenger to convey
the good tidings to the desperate Syrians

On the third day Qais arrived with the Indian army  After a brief rest
Humiy set out with a picked commando and 1 a week reached the forest.
He attacked the Byzantines and cleared a way for the Syrians to sally forth.

First of all came to him the Rose of Kamkar;
he took her passionately to his embrace
So loud a clamour went up from the two of them
that both fell senseless with lamentation
The king of Syria also wept over them,
his heart sore stricken for the loving pair;
when heroic Humay beheld the king 1t was
as though he had sighted the new moon
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The Caesar trembled when he heard that Humay had relieved the Syrian
columns, and he withdrew s forces in two stages. Humay awaited the arrival
of Qais with the main divisions, then proudly showed Gul the presents which
he had brought for her from India (verses 3926-4025), Humay’s army tested
for a month, while the Caesar grew more and more alarmed at the report of
the elephants and the mighty hosts which had now been brought against him
Meanwhile the garrison which had long been left in the frontier foitiess broke
out and rejoined the army of Humay (verses 3926-4045).

Humay now attacked the Byzantines, first advancing 1,000 scouts under
Qais against whom the Caesar opposed an equal contingent. Their night
skirmish was followed by a full-scale engagement of 30,000 Byzantines
against Qais’s thin columns, but Qais defeated this move, whereupon Humay
reinforced Qais, and the Caesar’s forces were routed. After anxious delibera-
tion the Caesar resolved once more to try the fortunes of battle, this time
commutting 900,000 men. The unfamiliar appearance of the elephants with
their flashing murrors struck terror into the Byzantine hearts, 10,000 of their
knights were slain, and both Humay and the king of Syiia felt confident that
they weie rid of the Caesar’s menace for ever. On the morrow, with the king
of Egypt and Gul joining 1n the party, they went forwaid to deliver the final
blow (verses 4046-4133)

The battle raged furiously, and Humdy, Gul and Qais distinguished them-
selves, breaking the centre and killing 1,000 Byzantines with therr own hands
After a night’s intermission the 1ssue was joined again, Qais charged the right
wing, Humay the left, and Gul the centre. Realising that defeat was inevitable,
the Caesar fled from the field and his demorahsed army dissolved. The vic-
torious Arabs and Indians olundered to their hearts’ content (verses 4134-4184).
Taking boat, the Caesar sailed with his remaining troops to an 1sland fortress,
abandoning his throne and kingdom; whilst Humay and the king of Syria
ravaged Byzantium from end to end.

They turned their faces to Caesar’s capital,
carrymg off whatever they found there,
they emptied his palace of its lovelies,
they dug out all hus hidden treasure.
Thereafter they set fire to the palace,
leaving behind no treasure and no quadruped;
they gave over his whole land to plunder,
scattering dust upon his throne and crown.

Qais secured that the lives of the family of his Byzantine beloved should be
spared, and the king of Syria consented to his marriage with her. Then a
Byzantine mnformer disclosed the Caesar’s whereabouts to Humay. The latter
with Qais at once organised a sea-borne landing on the 1sland. After a twa
years’ siege the garrison, brought to the verge of starvation, rebelled against
the Caesar and surrendered him to Humay bound hand and foot. Humay con-
veyed him triumphantly to the king of Syria, who commanded his execution
(verses 4185-4248)

After a lacuna in the manuscript, the story resumes with Humay taking his
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looking for two strong young men (o be his bodygqald He was ready to pay
them each five dirhems a day. The two wanderers jumped at his offer, making
themselves out to be fugitives from an unjust master The Jew entertained
them lavishly, but 1t was a case of a spral to catch a mackerel Next morning
their host, who had already lured 1,200 wayfaiers to their destruction, promiseq
Humdy and Qais great wealth if they executed his commands; and for three
days and mights they played and sported together.

On the fourth day the Jew ordered them o follow him carrying a long rope;
he led them up a high mountain overlooking the ocean and into a hut from
which he brought out an elephant. He mstructed Qais to excavate not far
from the hut. His digging unearthed a broad slab which, when drawn aside,
disclosed a well. Fastening the rope to two rings, he ordered Qais to descend
and pile into a basket all the gold and jewels he found below. Qais did as he
was bidden, and discovered a huge hoard of glittering gems and gold, he filled
the basket, and the Jew drew 1t up  The latter then commanded Humay to
climb down and help Qais in hus search, and promptly pulled away the rope,
leaving the two companions at the bottom of the well. Humaiy and Qais
wept of despair when they realised their plight (verses 2425-2555).

Yet even so they put their faith m God; the sight of so much treasure was
also a comfort in their distress. Then Qais heard a voice calling from an apart-
ment of the well, and on investigating he found a handsome young man on
the pomt of expiring, yet with biead and water before him. Humaiy entered
at Qais’s summons, but too late to get anything out of the youth. This tragedy
increased still further the two friends’ despair, but at least now they had a
supply of food for perhaps ten days or more. Looking about them they saw
that the whole place was littered with bones; Qais also found a knife, with which
he at once began to dig. Humay took over when his friend was exhausted; for
three days and mights they carved their way through the solid rock, until at
last a shaft of light shone ahead. Scrambling to the opening, they found
themselves overlooking the sea, but with no way to chmb either up or down
(verses 2556-2596). They now had only two days’ food left, and Humay sug-
gested that on the third day they should jump for it and leave all to destiny.

‘ What 15 written becomes neither less nor more,
neither magic nor charm 1s of any avail,
there 15 no escape from fate and destiny
and from what God has mingled 1n our bodies.’

Then one moining they sighted a ship approaching, it cast anchor just below
them. Humaiy and Qais shouted that the cave was full of gold and silver; let
them bring the ship close to the mountain, and they would pitch down the
treasure-trove which was useless to them, being hopelessly cut off. The ship’s
captain responded, and Qais began to shower down gold.

He scattered gold from the mountain just as
heaven at dawn’s hour scatters the stars

or as in autumn the leaves are strewn
by the fierce wind blowing through the trees.
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When the load of gold had been discharged, Humiay and Qais resolved to
fling themselves down and take their chance of survival. Luck was with
them, for they fell into the water and were hauled ashore half-dead by a couple
of sailors (verses 2597-2650). After a while they recovered, gave thanks to
God, and ate a hearty meal which the kindly crew set before them. All then
embarked, and after passing through many vicissitudes on the ocean in a
voyage lasting six months the ship came to shore in India (verses 2651-2700).

The mariners landed, rejoicing at the foot of a high mountain which
abounded in date-palms, of which they ate their fill. That night they all slept
soundly. Next morning on waking they found their way back to the ship
barred by a huge and savage bear which had already killed two of their ship-
mates. Humay asked for arms, and after a bitter struggle he slew the bear to
the astomishment of the anxiously watching crew. He flayed the beast and
stuffed its skin with straw, then cairied 1ts head in triumph to the ship.

Setting sail, they soon came to a city which was the prosperous capital
of an Indian king named Dahmray. He made haste to welcome the party,
and gazed with admiration on Humay; through an interpreter he questioned
him as to his identity and his wishes, Humay briefly told the story of his
Iife, and the king received him honourably. The city was most spacious and
splendid, containing no fewer than 50,000 temples, whilst the king’s palace
was a veritable earthly paradise, gorgeously adorned with gold and pearls and
every manner of precious woods. The king assigned a sumptuous apartment
to Humay and placed at his disposal a retinue of servants (verses 2701-2805).

After two months of feasting, at the end of which Humay could speak the
Indian language like a native, the king promised to provide the prince with
an army and to see him safely on the way to Khorasan and Iran. But first he
must tarry with him a year, and help him to defeat his enemy, a rival king called
Mihrava, whose lands marched with China  To this Humay agreed A huge
army was mobilised from every province, and Humay marched forth with
Qais as his chief-of-staff, having first provided for the ship’s crew (verses
2806-2894). Then followed a long series of bloody but (truth to tell) somewhat
repetitive battles in the course of which Mihrava's ten sons were slain, and
finally Mihrava himself was killed (verses 2895-3650).

Dahmray gave Humay all Mihrava’s treasure and retinue, not forgetting
a share for Qais and the army. Humay made a triumphal procession through
the whole of India, then came back to Dahmray’s capital and there feasted
and made meiry for a space With the return of spring Humiy requested
Dahmriy to make good his promise to see him safely on the road to Rim.
Dahmray kept his word and accompanied Humiy and Qais, together with a
large army which he placed at their disposal, as far as Ghazna. Humay
meanwhile had met a Syrian merchant named Bu °’l-Harb from whom he
learned that the kmngs of Syria and Egypt had jomed forces m an expedition
agamst Rim to avenge himself. The prince on Qais’s advice sent forward
a fleet courier to carry news to the two Arab kings that he was on the march
from India.

The Indian envoy made the long journey in four months, and delivered

Xix



luck to bring him thiough. The Caesar now in his turn dispatched_ a subte
agent to penetrate the Syrian lines, and fo attempt to persuade Humay to grve
up his rash adventure; he was to offer as a bribe the hand of th<_3 Caesar's
daughter. All this, however, was intended 1‘nerely to put Hllmay off his
guard; the Byzantines would then suddenly strike and defeat him, after which
the Caesar would have the pleasure of toppling the king of Syria off hus throne,
and taking his daughter to wife (verses 2006-2050).

Qais umself escorted the messenger to Humay, who was outraged at the
proposal that he should marry the Caesar’s daughter; Gul was the only gjrl
for him. He rejected the Caesar’s overtures and declared himself faithful to
the Syrian king's commussion. The Byzantine messenger sought vainly to
deflect him from his purpose, Humdy sent him back with a defiant challenge
to single combat. The envoy delivered Humay’s message, and counselled the
Caesar to hold his hand and let the Syrian forces take the offensive; being
inferior in numbers, they were certain to be defeated (verses 2051-2100),

The Caesar elected as scout one Sikand, giving him 30,000 men to act as
advance guard The opposing skirmish was led by Zahir, a famed Arab
knight, who had 1,000 picked troops under his command; he was supported by
a tough warrior named Nashwadh with an escort of two hundred.

The world drew on 1ts flame-red skirt,

the sky wrapped 1ts head in a pitch-black veil;
stars glittered on heaven’s face

like tears on the cheeks of a woman mourning

At midnight the advance parties from both sides clashed and a fierce engage-
ment followed. Sikand personally lanced a hundred of the Syrians before he
was set upon by Zahir and captured; then terrible havoc was wrought upon
the Byzantines, only 6,000 escaping from the carnage (verses 2101-2150).

Wild beasts fell upon the dead and tore them to pieces
with the assistance of wheeling vultures.

The routed remnant brought their heavy tidings to the Caesar, who reformed
his huge forces and prepared for a battle of revenge. Meanwhile Humay
held his ground and awaited developments with resolution. The Caesar flung
100,000 of his bravest soldiers into the field, placing them under the command of
Chief Patriarch Sangil. Qais sallied forth with a scouting party of two hun-
dred; Sangil advanced with his bodyguard of 600 knights (verses 2151-2204),
Humady attacked by night and routed the Byzantine scouts, whereupon Sangil
mustered all his forces agamst the 10,000 Syrians.

So many soldiers were slaughtered on both sides
that the earth ran red with blood like a rose,
the air became dark as a sea of pitch,
lances and arrow-shafts peatls of that sea.

Zahir struck down the enemy left and right and slew Sangdl himself; the
Byzantines fled headlong to the mountains, losing 50,000 slain in that one
engagement (verses 2205-2225). Humay took 1,200 prisoners. The Caesar
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wept on hearing of this crushing defeat and the death of Sangil, and resolved
upon vengeance

¢ Since now my ass has fallen into the mire
1t 18 right that I should labour harder myslf,
the hands of all and sundry will not mend my affairs,
I must endure the sweat and toil personally.’

He summoned his council and set forth the facts of the situation. Ruin
stared them all 1n the face, Byzantium was on the verge of complete destruction.
Yet its forces still outnumbered the Syrians a hundred to one; if all went to
war with a wall, the invader could yet be swept away. The army responded to
the Caesar’s appeal, which was reinforced by a distribution of gold and a fresh
1ssue of arms (verses 2226-2297).

Humay, for his part, having gathered in an unprecedented harvest of spouls,
ordered the prisoners to be beheaded. The scouts went forward from both
armies, and after two days’ intermission battle was tejomned. The 1ssue was
stll undecided at nightfall; of the Syrians two hundred had been wounded,
but of the Byzantines 10,000 lay dead. Next morning the contest raged again,
the Caesar being promised victory by the astrolabe The Syrian troops,
having suffered heavy casualties, grew so weary that Humay resolved upon a
withdrawal under cover of darkness. At the end of the day only two hundred
survived, to flee for shelter to the frontier fortress (verses 2298-2370).

Humay and Qais climbed on foot into the mountains, hungry and thirsty,
they kept vigil all night against the wild beasts. Next morning the Byzantines
completed the slaughter of the Syrian remnant; the Caesar seized the royal
tent and sat upon the throne, then sent his troops hunting for Humay, who
watched the catastrophe from the safety of a cave and lamented to Qais the
infidelity of fortune. He would have flung himself down to death had not
Qais comforted him with sweet words.

After two days the Byzantines withdrew from the scene of victory, and the
two Arab leaders were able to descend and inspect the battlefield. Greatly
sorrowing, they wandered off in search of food and water; three days’ quest
brought them a few dry crusts which revived their failing strength. They
tiamped on until their feet were blistered, then they dropped exhausted close
by a village (verses 2371-2424). A man came running to them out of the
village to enquite what had befallen them. Guessing that they were refugees
from the Caesar’s wars, he invited them to shelter with him

‘For I am a man of property from Khaibar
who has girded his loins to engage in commerce,
a Jew, not a Christian; my name 1s Asmarag,
people know me well everywhere
that I am a merchant trafficking in Riim;
in this village I have taken my abode
since the water here agrees well with me
and the arr lifts my head on high.’

The Jew said that he was doing good business, and had a long time been
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The expedition now reached mountainous country. Here Humdy ep.
countered and, with Qais’s aid, slew his trickiest opponent 50 far—a beautfy]
enchantress who vainly sought to persuade him to be unfaithful to Gul, they
on being repulsed attacked him, changing mnto various monstrous shapes to
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He stood on the road hike a raging elephant,
on foot, in his hand an iron mace,
soaring 1 stature tall as a cypress,
wary and sullen as a malicious demon
Way down below him the army resembled
a handful of chaff underneath a mountaiu

Qais demanded m Greek why he was opposing their passage, one man in
the face of an entire army, and advised him to petition the prince politely for
whatever he had in mind to ask. The Patriarch roared with laughter and said
he cared nothing for army or prince. They could only march one by one
through the defile, so that he would be able to pick them off at his pleasure;
if, however, they paid tribute they might pass in perfect safety. To give proof
of his mettle he slew Qais’s escort of fifty knights in a tiice  Qais then wooed
him with soft words, offering to discuss the 1ssue quietly with him man to man.
The Patriarch mocked his change of front, whereupon Qais seized him by
the waistband and dashed him fifty times against the rocks, then bound him
to a camel and drove forward through the pass to a tiverside meadow where
the army was able at last to encamp and rest.

Qais brought the Patraich before Humay, who upbraided him for his
rapacity and demanded to know how much money he had taken in tribute.
The Patriarch answered that he possessed a heavy treasure; he begged to be
allowed to give a little of 1t to his four daughters who were in the fortress,
then the prince could keep the remainder, 1f only he might escorl his daughters
to a far place where he would trouble honest men no more. Humay agreed to
spare the Patriarch’s life, leaving it to Heaven to punish his sins  The Patriaich
departed with his daughters and retinue. Qais entered the treasure-crammed
fortress and sealed all the doors, for the loot was far too heavy to carry along
on the present campaign. The prince posted a small garrison to watch over
the cache, distributing a modest portion amongst the troops and leaving the
rest to be transported on his return from Rim (verses 1811-1960)

The Patriarch meanwhile made all haste to Amorium, where he told his
sorry tale to the Caesar The latter was amazed to learn that Humay and
Qais had so easily taken possesston of the seemingly impregnable fortress,
and feared for s own kingdom and his personal safety; why was Humay
marching against Rim, which had no enemy in the world so rash as to challenge
its supremacy? The Patriarch told the Caesar that he had heard one of
Humay’s knughts say that 1t was the king of Syria who had dispatched Humaiy;
he counselled his royal master to make all ready to resist the mvaders. The
Caesar accepted his advice and rewarded him handsomely for his loyal ser-
vices; then he mobilised a vast army and marched out to meet Humay (verses
1961-2005).

A month’s forced march brought the Byzantine forces to within striking
distance of Humiy’s army, and they then encamped to prepare for battle.
Humay, informed of their approach, sent out spies to report on the enemy’s dis-
positions, and they returned with a spine-chulling account of the Byzantine
might. Nothing daunted, Humay averred that he relied upon his well-tried
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These tidings quickly sobered up the gang-leader, who shouted to his
mobsters to rally to the dcfence of their retreat, but to his despair answer
came there none. He ran amok 1n the darkness, to be challenged by valoroyg
Humay, who swiftly decapitated him, and so at last fF:It secure from danger;
having slain so many, he could afford to spare the lives of the demoralised
survivors. With the dawn he called the merchant caravaneer and told him a]]
that had transpired during the night, and how he had recaptured for him hys
treasure (verses 1143-1175) The fortress Proved to be packed with precious
loot amassed over many years, part of whl_ch Humay gave the merchant as a
bonus, together with his caravan companions, .whom the robbers had held
captive. The merchant then took his leave of his benefactor and went on hig
own way (verses 1176-1 190). ‘

Having razed the fortress and diiven out those of 1ts denizens whose lives
he had spared, Humay set forth with Gul and a camel-load_of gold, gems and
fine garments, and so returned to the royal castle Humay spent the night
with the still inviolate Gul asleep on his breast. Next morning he departed
for the capital 1n some anxiety, for he had been absent from the king a whole
week The king received him better than ever, and Humay recounted his
adventures since their last meeting, save that he suppressed the part which Gul
had played in his exploits (verses 1191-1256). The king congratulated him
on his successes, and then revealed that the camel-driver whom he had en-
countered 1n the desert was none other than himself.

“ If you would like to know, I am the camel-dniver.

Dearer you aie to me than my own body and soul.

You are safe from my anger, my daughter 1s your consott,
you are my son 1n this land and territory.’

Humay trembled on hearing the king’s disclosure and begged for his fo1-
giveness; he vowed himself the servant of his promised bride, and suggested
that troops be sent forth to biing back the treasures which he had won, as
well as the king’s kinswoman whom he had rescued. He now confessed how
Gul had saved his life, and the king wept in astomishment at his daughter’s
heroism: be also ordered that Humdy’s proposals should be implemented.

The king and Humdy spent that night drinking merrily, and with the dawn
they rode forth to mspect the battlefields and to supervise the gathermg in
of the booty; they did not forget to allow the soldiery their percentage. The
king commanded that the robbers’ fortress should be rebuilt as a repository
for his own treasures. He then collected his daughter and bore her off to the
capital, whilst she expatiated upon the virtues of Humay.

* He is your mate,” the king declared to her.
‘ But first of all he must make a journey
to Rim, to do battle and wage war on my behalf,
to make the world narrower for my ill-wisher.
1 have no foe like the Caesar in Riim;
if he deprives him of those dominions
no one else 1n the world 1s a consort for you,
you can certainly count on this my covenant,’

right.
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Gul agreed with her father’s plans, only asking for ten days’ leave to allow
Humdy to recover from his exertions The king conceded her request, and,
in fact, kept his designs dark for a whole month, which he passed feasting with
Humay (verses 1291-1322) At the end of that time he told the prince in
Gul's presence that he intended to hand over his kingdom to him together
with his daughter, but that first he had a commission for him to execute.
The Caesar of Riim, who had demanded Gul in marriage and was always raiding
Syria, must be defeated 1n a surprise attack

Heroic Humay thereupon kissed the ground
‘ Be of good cheer,” he bade the emperor,
‘ for 1f your foe be the wheeling sky 1tself
I will not leave it 1 stars, moon or sun.’

All he asked was that the king should solemnly pledge to give him his
daughter on his return. The king readily gave his sworn word; then he placed
at Humay’s disposal an army with all the apparatus of war and a three hundred
camels’ load of gold, together with a thousand camels’ load of royal brocade
The expedition set out under the best possible astrological influences (verses
1323-1350)

The drums thundeied at the army’s depaiture,

the air grew black with the dust of the horsemen,
the trumpets shrilled, the pipes wailed,

heaven itself seemed to leave 1ts moorings.
Fafty thousand malevolent horsemen

drove forward like waves of a sea ol pitch;
the earth was scored by the hooves of the horses,

the dust shrouded the faces of the stars.
Excellent Humay and the Rose of Kamkar

rode forth with the illustrious Chosroes
two days’ journey, then Humiy the famous

said to the king, * Now you must return ’

The three wept copious tears at the leave-taking, and Humay set out sorrow-
fully but resolutely upon a campaign which was to last far longer than any of
them anticipated. He appointed as his chief-of-staff a young warrior named
Qais, who loved Humay dearly and was admaitted to all his secrets, sharing
his board and bed. Qais was not only most brave, most sagacious and most
handsome, he had also travelled in Riim, where he had left his heart, a fact
which he kept hidden even from Humay (verses 1351-1379)

After forty days on the road, Qais acting as a guide, the army came to a
dense and beautiful forest where Humady, being travel-weary, decided to make
camp for a day or two. After taking a meal, the two heroes entered their tent
and were soon fast asleep. Humay’s slumbers were rudely interrupted by the
roanng of a terrible black lion, which had thrown the whole encampment into
alarm and confuston. The prince soon accounted for the lion, and by nightfall
he had added ten more to his bag He passed the night with Qais rejoicing
and fortifying himself with wine (verses 1380-1425), after which he slept
soundly On the return of day he ordered the army to resume the march.
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he was. He begged her to spare his life, and he wo.uld be her eternal slave,
Gul took a solemn oath not to harm him nor to misprise him; she then showed
him the hands of the demon, and described how she had overcome him (verses
901-940). He expressed his amazement at her prowess, the like of which no
man even possessed. Gul announced that she would return to her fortress,
and send him from there a fresh mount; meanwhile she gave him arms and left
him by the pool.

Almost at once a cloud of dust rose from the valley, and the warrior was
face to face with a fire-breathing dragon, one lap of whose tongue sufficed to
dry up the pool He fled, pursued by the beast; taking a backward glance;
he let fly an arrow which transfixed 1ts throat so that 1t could not breathe;
another shaft penetrated 1ts eye, another 1ts head. The dragon, stung to fury,
spat out a stream of venom which asphyxiated the young warrior. The beast
dragged 1tself pamfully back to the pool which was soon vermilioned by 1its
gushing blood, and there lay panting (verses 941-970).

Gul did not tarry long at the fortress She rode forth once more with a
second horse on a string, and presently came upon the bloody shambles by the
pool. The led mount took fright and raced back to the castle. Gul dismounted,
tied up her own horse at a discreet distance, and went forward on foot to
finish off the dragon The beast charged; Gul ran to her horse and galloped
for dear life, until the steed was utterly spent Once more she dismounted and
stood to do battle with the dragon, against which she loosed such a torrent of
shafts that it halted 1n its tracks. Gul then ran up and beheaded the beast, whose
gore converted the sands to the hue of pomegranate-blossom; to make doubly
sure she ripped open its belly, which discharged a great river of blood. She
discovered the young warrior still whole in the dragon’s maw, but scorched black
as an Ethiop, and she wept countless pearls of tears over him (verses 971-1000),

Huméay now arrived on this melancholy scene and was much grieved to
find Gul 1n such a sorry state. When she told um the history of the young
warrior’s untumely end, his tears were soon mingling with hers. Having wept
in concert until the ocean itsell might envy the flood of then lamentations,
they mounted their horses and Gul guided Humay to inspect the slaughtered
dragon, Having marvelled at his lady's martial prowess, he was proceeding
with her towards the fortress when yet another caparisoned rider appeared in
the offing. They were wondering whether a further trial of strength awaited
them, when the horseman shouted that he was a refugee from a gang of thieves
who had set upon his caravan and plundered him of a great treasure. He begged

them to assist him to recover his property, for which service he promised to
reward them handsomely (verses 1001-1030)

He seized the reins of the choice Rose of
Kiamkar, and kissed the earth before her
The Rose of Kimkar had compassion on him
and said, * O horseman harried by gref,

I do not want any gold or silver from you,
nor do the brigands fill my heart with fear.
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Thrust now your steed underneath your thigh;

I will drive behind, and you drive before
If we hit upon the thieves on the way,

though they be two hundred, and we but two,
yet we will snatch back all your chattels;

those evil men will get the worse of the bargain.’

So Gul and Humdy followed the stranger into the desert for five leagues,
until fatigue overcame riders and horses alike. There they espied a fortress
soaring into the sky, the tower hewn of solid rock, built high up a craggy moun-
tain, the path to its entrance winding like a snake. Gul and Humay asked their
companion who the tenant of the fortress might be, and he replied that 1t was the
headquarters of a band of robbers, two hundred bloodthirsty assassins, the
very gang that had waylaid his caravan, He feared that the three of them would
prove no match for such a powerful band, and counselled his two protectors to
repair to their own fastness, now that night was upon them; he begged them
to take him along with them (verses 1031-1065)

These deliberations were cut short by the approach of one of the brigands,
who roundly cursed and taunted the three, calling on them to dismount and to
follow him into the thieves’ lair, where their lives might possibly be spared at
his intercession. Humady, infuriated by this insolent speech, declared that the
other’s life was forfeit, and that even though the fortress were garrisoned by a
thousand thieves they all should perish by his sword. Thereupon he drew his
blade and, uttering a shout so loud that the fortress shook, clove the bandit into
halves (verses 1066-1090). Twenty armed men rushed from the castle to avenge
their comrade’s death, all making against Humiy who swore not to invoke
the aid of either of his companions; one by one he slew the whole contingent.

Night now fell, and with darkness came a storm of such intensity that
torrents were soon raging in all directions, so that the whole desert was trans-
formed into a tempestuous sea. The garrison of the fortress, beleaguered by
the waters and the pitch blackness, awaited confidently the return of the
twenty for whom they left the gate wide open. Humady, observing this, slipped
off his horse and made ready by guile to enter the fortress and set 1t on fire;
he revealed his plan to Gul, who was to follow him 1n case he needed help.
His ruse succeeded, for the watchman of the gate took him for one of the
twenty. Once within the fortress, Humay looked on fiom hiding as the chief
of the robbers drank himself with his henchmen mnto a stupor. When all was
silence he piled up brushwood and set the keep alight. A startled guard
belatedly demanded what he was doing, but Humay stealthily struck off his
head with his sword (verses 1091-1142).

Gul, seeing the fire, ran up the mountain and was spotted by Humay at
the gate of the fortress. Clambering down the tower, he seized the gate and
slew all the guards. Gul hastened to him and congratulated him on the
brillance of his manoeuvre; then silently they crept about the fortress and
slaughtered one by one the sleeping garrison. Their action was observed by
an astonished watchman, who ran to waken the robber chieftain with the
news that a pair of demons were loose 1n the fortress dealing death left and
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scene of carnage to the capital, whilst Humay tarried behind surveying the
ba’i‘tllxzﬁig;t morning the daughter of the Bedouin _chicf, coming upon her
father slain, rent her robes and bitterly reviled Humay_, who v1ewe.d her grief
with pity She called the prince out to combat; Humay, dlSClalmlng respon-
sibility for her father’s death, declared that he would never consent to fight a
woman, more particularly one so beautiful. This gallant speech served only
further to enrage the girl, who launched a savage attack on the prince (verses
715-740) Humay, wounded about the head, cut with his sword the forelegs
of the girl's horse which threw its rider. The girl continued the engagement
on foot and fought so ferociously, that Humay was constrained to threaten
her with rum, though still deploring the necessity of doing battle with such a
heart-ravisher. He rained blows upon her, but all without effect, whilst the
blood flowed unstaunched from his head-wound so that he was near o die
(verses 741-760).

All seemed over with the young prince, when suddenly a cloud of dust
rose from the desert road. Both combatants watched the approaching rider
with mixed trepidation and hope. The new arrival proved to be Gul herself,
who bade Humay take his rest whilst she giappled with his formidable adver-
sary. This offer spurred the prince to a final effort; he flung his lasso unerrmgly
about the Bedoum girl’s neck, plunged his dagger into her shoulder blade,
bound her hands with a twist of the rope and flung he1 to the ground (verses
761-776).

The Rose of Kamkar came and smote her with the sword,
spilled forth the blood from her brain in a cloud.
* She is better dead,” she cried. * Being so wicked,
never would she have turned her thoughts to prudence.
I have heard how many men she has slain,
how many bodies she has dabbled 1n blood;
the king of Syria was sore afraid of her,
for her speech was a sting puncturing the liver.’
After that ikewise the Rose of Kimkar came
to her beloved, and bound his wound securely

Gul then implored Humiy to rest after his long duelling. She set him on
horseback and followed him along the trail. Presently Humay collapsed of
wearmess and thirst and fell to the earth: Gui galloped up at great speed
(verses 780-800)

She dismounted and wept bitterly over him,
then wiped the soil and dust from lus face,
thrust her tongue for a while into his mouth
to the end that she might loosen his tongue.
When excellent Humay’s tongue became moist again
he cried to her, ¢ Lovely, bind me to the saddle,
haply 1 shall bring my dear soul to the fortress
and there, O jasmin-bosomed, drink a draught of water,
else my soul will surely depart out of my body
once my mouth and throat became dry agam,
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Make no lament; set me upon the horse,
upon yonder horse fleet as a ightning-flash.
Do you sit behind, and hold me mn front,
or I shall die miserably on this spot’

Guy complied with Huméy’s petition. Almost immediately the couple
found themselves confronted by a new threat, the approach from the rear
of a fast-riding horseman. Gul dismounted and laid the prince 1n the shade,
bidding him sleep there whilst she faced the fresh challenge to their lives. A
fierce engagement ensued between her and the horseman which was still un-
decided at mightfall, when the contestants withdrew to seek refreshment (verse
810-837). Gul followed the tracks of a heid of deer to a waterhole at which
she drank, then she carried water to Humay to whom she recounted the story
of her long battle. Humay thanked her for saving his life, and proposed that
they should slip away to the fortress. Gul agreed, and having seen Humay
fo safety within the keep, she set out once more to renew the duel with her
formidable opponent (verses 840-865). On the way she came upon a soating
mountain inhabited by a strange and fearsome monster.,

A cave was there, and within 1t a demon
with hair like a tam and face like a bull,
head, feet and hands like those of an ape,
his mouth a grotto brimful with poison,
his body covered with stiff hog's bristles,
the same on his head, shanks, sides and back,
his two eyes resembling the eyes of a toad
running with water, but not of grief or pain,
his eyebrows prickles just ike a porcupine’s
separately steeped 1n dye of brazil-wood,
his mouth crammed with crooked teeth left and right
the sight of which would withet the soul,
the tip of each flashing like a diamond,
the stump of each pitch-black as ink

This demon, whose diet was strictly human flesh, had spread ruin and
slaughter for a hundred miles around, the fame of his butcheries ran through
all Syna and Egypt, and none dared to make war on him. ' Sniffing the scent
of Gul from afar, the huge monster shambled out of his cave so that the moun-
tain quaked and crumbled at his tread. Gul was mightily afraid, and raised
her face to heaven seeking God’s protection which alone could save her (verses
870-900). She then stood her ground and gave battle, so successfully that she
overthrew the monster and hacked him to pieces. Tyimng his amputated hands
to her stirrup, she rode on giving thanks to the Almighty until dawn broke
and she found the right road again.

Presently she came upon her opponent of yesterday collapsed on the ground;
he had not been so successful as she in finding water, and his tongue was cracked
with thirst. Gul felt sorry for her foe and bore him to the pool where she gave
him water; she then asked him to declare his identity and his reason for fighting
her. He replied that he was seeking to avenge the Bedouin chief, whose brother
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By such prudent counsel Humay persuaded Gul to preserve her virtue, to
be a prize when her father should consent to therr marriage (verses 430-445),
Meanwhile the king, eavesdropping from the casement, fe_lt reassured and was
convinced that Humdy was the only possible match for his daughter. .

Presently Humay departed from the fortress, accompanied by the king still
disguised and still unrecognised, to whom he promised that he would ferret
out and extirpate the camel-thieves The k}ng begged tbe prince to ride ahead
(for, being old, he could not keep pace with him) until he should come to a

fire blazing blood-red 1n the desert.

¢ Betake yourself to the fire, and drive your horse apace,
stir up a doomsday to smute the bodses of the foemen,

by such time as I shall have caught up with you,

pasture your sword on the souls of those wicked ones,
for there so much gold and jewels are to be found

as all the kings of the lands do not possess ’

Humay compiled with the king's request and soon reached the fire, which
he found surrounded by tents. He called upon the chief of the encampment
peaceably to surrender the stolen camels, or to face the consequences of refusal
(verses 450-490) The young Bedouin flung Humay’s challenge back mto his
teeth,

He commanded his page to bring him his horse,
likewise to fetch him his panoply of arms,

girded his thighs and stiaddled the war-steed,
in his hand a naked Indian blade—

what a blade! Lustrous as water, fiery bright,
but not like water or fire in weight.

He hurled ferocious threats agamst Humay, and the king of Syria who had
doubtless mstigated him. Humay for his part proved himself not inferior in
mvective, which he imterspersed with proverbial counsels (verses 495-530).
The Bedown contemptuously oidered one of his henchmen to dispose of his
challenger, deeming him not worthy of his own steel. At that point the king of
Syria arrived on the scene, but still concealed himself and prepared anxiously to
watch the contest, he would bear the tidings of the outcome to his daughter,
and then hastily repair to his capital and mobilise his army for the revenge
should Humay be slain  Meanwhile he prayed God to give Humay the victory
{(verses 535-553).

Then followed a rapid succession of fierce duels mn which Humay easily
overcame the champions sent against him; until the Bedouin chief, at last
realising that discretion was the better part of valour, resolved to try guile
where violence had failed (verses 555-645)

He drew near and exclaimed, ‘O youth,

why do you harbour such dark thoughts concerming me ?
Tell me, what ill have I ever done you?

Whatever you want of me, simply ask it now!
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I will give you whatever you require;

it nceds not that my sword should savage you,
it 1s not seemly that I should savage

with my blade one so illustrious as you *
‘ 1ll-minded, ill-fated thief! * Humay answeled,

¢ if my counsel can enlighten your black heart
you will prudently sulfer your hands to be bound

so that [ may bring you before the noble king;
then I will beg of him to spaie your life

and T will guide you to some place or other
whither you may go, and reman for ever

a vutuous servant of the king of Syria’

The Bedouin chief on hearing the hated name of the king exploded in
renewed fury, and again appealed to Humay not to make another’s quarrel
his own; he offered him the bube of lavish hospitality, safe conduct back to
the fortress, and thereafter his eternal fitendship (veises 650-678). But Humay
was not to be cozened by his sweet words, and he repeated his demand of un-
conditional suriender. This ultimatum the Bedoun rejected with scorn, and
arapid duel ensued.

The Bedowun 1aged with wiath like a fire:
uttering a thunderous bellow of fury
he drove forward to smite Humay
with a single sword, and so to lay him low,
The prince parried the sword with hus mace;
the mace sct the othet’s sword aflame,
his sword split 1 two hike a cucumber.
He charged again, this time with the lance,
Humiy struck with his swotd and splintered the lance,
then galloped against him swift as smoke.
He smote with his blade his steed’s buttocks
cleaving 1ts buttocks, so that the mount fell,
Afoot, the Bedoun darted flect as
the wind, and again turned upon the prince,
he hurled a huge column at the head of the prince’s
horse, and scattered 1ts brains to the stars.
Valorous Humay ran on foot at a
swift gallop and closed with the Bedouin,
seized him by the cummerbund and dragpged lum to him,
struck him to the ground, and would have swiftly slain him.
The Bedouin begged him for quaiter;
the ptince’s heart had compassion on him
and he was about to set him free, when
the king of Syria swift as a dragon
galloped up, and stuck a dagger into his breast
so that his body weltered n gore

This untoward mtervention caused Humdy to turn with fury on the supposed
Cgmel-driver, whom he bade vanish whence he had come before he should kill
him (verses 680-710). The king, secretly approving his reproach, sped from the
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for the king’s periodical visit to his daughter. He was shocked to find her so
wan and wasted, and deducing 1llness offered. to summon the best physician,
Gul fell i readily with his innocent diagnosis, but avowed herscl_f perfectly
restored to health by the joy of seeing her father again. The hpodwmked king
on returmng to his capital told Humay the whole history of his nun-like child.
Humiy warmly congratulated the king on the blessing of so pious a daughter
(verses 260-290) L, . i
Unmoved by any scruple which the king’s trustful hospitality might Impose
on him, that very night Humdy set forth (1t had by now become a habit) for
Gul's congental apartments. This, however, proved to be the beginning of a
long sertes of perilous and heroic adventures. Lured to the chase by a starting
stag, he galloped far into the blackness until he had lost his bearl.ngs completely
(verses 290-310). In the distance he descried a high mountain crowned by
a great fire
By the fire Humay perceived a drunken negro
holding 1n his hand a ten-gallon firkin of wine,
squatted twice as huge as a mountain of pitch;
the devil himself would have fled from him 1n terror
His head was just ike a mighty cauldron,
his eyes two vent-holes for the smoke of Hell,
terrible fat lips, under which hus teeth
flashed like lightning out of a cloud.
All the hair on the crown of his head was full of twists,
just exactly as a rusty coat of mail,
the nails on hus fingers were 1vory on teak-wood,
the ivory like diamonds, the teak like ink.
His two feet resembled two ebony columns
propping up a mountain greater than Bisutun
Confronted by this monster, Humay made ready to defend himself; though
he shed tears of frustration (our hero never shrank from weeping when the
occasion moved hmm), he stood his ground and did battle, and eventually
slew the negro and his ten horrid henchmen. The victory delivered out of the
giant’s hands a young and lovely kinswoman of the kg of Syria whom the
monster had been holding prisoner (verses 315-370)
The negro and his confederates being thus slain,
weltering together in dust and blood,
the prince promptly approached the girl,
who implanted two hundred kisses on his face
“You have done manly deeds, armed with youthful beauty,
such as no other ever wrought with sword and mace.
You have saved the king of Syria fiom this negro
by whom the men of his lands were brought to destruction.
I am the king’s kinswoman, fallen into the trap ,
you have delivered me, so that the king of Syria
will fulfil all your worldly wants with gold,
setting you high above the kings of carth’

A§sur1ng the lady that she was now safe, Humay rode off into the darkness
looking for a gwide to set him on the right road. By chance the king of Syria,
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who had evidently been thinking over Gul's paleness, had chosen that same
night secretly to reassure himself of his daughter’s virtue, assuming the disguise
of a camel-driver (verses 380-390) The two night-riders encountered, and the
king thought 1t wiser to keep his identity secret when challenged by Humay;
he pretended that he had been robbed of two hundred of the royal camels,
and entreated the young knight to assist him to recover them. Humay replied
that if the camel-driver would guide him to the fortress which he was seeking,
they might well discover there a clue to the lost camels. The king agreed, and
led Humay to his daughter’s castle; then he discreetly withdrew to a distance,
fascimated to observe the loving welcome which his daughter extended to his
Egyptian guest (verses 400-420).

The king was afraid that they might recognise him
and bring his long day to a sudden end.
Blithely the two of them entered the fortress
and there remained. A while went by,
then a servant-girl came out of the fortress
bringing a loaf of bread. ‘ Camel-driver,’ she said,
‘I have brought you something to eat,
likewise various titbits to take away with you'’
The king welcomed her and snatched the bread from her,
but he kept his peace for fear of some mischief
When the servant-girl drew near and looked on him
she trembled, and her cheeks grew pale as fenugreek.
‘If you tell my secret,’ the king said to her,
‘1 will flay the flesh off your body with shears.
Bear me secretly towards that apartment
where my daughter 1s closeted with her boy
If you show me them clandestinely
I will bestow on you your every worldly need.’

The servant-girl obeyed the royal command, and the king proceeded to
spy on the happy couple. What he witnessed served only to enhance his respect
for the admirable prince.

Within the apartment he beheld musicians
and the darlings united, sporting together,
biting the ruby-hued candy with kisses,
but not unloosing the girdle of chastity.
The king’s daughter was planning everything
so as to gratify the yearning of Humay’s heart,
but the worthy Humay by no means whatsoever
made preparations for that procedure
¢ Ask not of me your heart’s yearning, darling,’
he said once and twice, ¢ without the king’s command.
1 have a duty to the king which I must discharge,
his rights are valid, even though he be absent.
T will not forget his rights by bread and salt,
not though love should bring me to the pass of death
How excellent a thing 1s loyalty in 2 man!
It 1s the epitome of every manner of virtue.’
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inscribed on the recto of folio 2 the words  a b slea ;..,L'( , and thus title
suits the poem well, as will be seen from the summary of 1ts contents. Under
this inscription another later hand has added Lowll which is presumably

intended as the takhallus of the author. No work entitled Humdy-nama has
been traced elsewhere, and no poet with the name Shayista has been mentioned
as belonging to the relevant period.

Internal evidence suggests that the author was a crypto-Zoroastridn. .After
the customary opeming sequences in praise of God and the P{Ophel, in the
middle of a thud mtroductory section in praise of Reason the following lines

suddenly occur (verses 50-51)

Better 1t is that you resolve to worship Fire;

better it 1s that you take your place near to Fire.
Nothing may ever 1epose without Fire,

Fire 1s the furnishing of every house.

There are no further references to Islam, or indeed to any specific religion
apart from a strict monotheism. The work abounds 1n well-composed epigrams
on the moralising themes beloved of Persian writeis.

It is notewoithy that the poem lacks a dedicatory preface celebrating the
virtues and courting the favour of a hoped-for pation. As if by an after-
thought the author offers his composition to an unnamed amir. This comes at
the very end of the work, where the author describes himself as the leading
poet 1n the world and states that the epic, which 1s without rival, took him a
year to complete.

DATE oF COMPOSITION

The only clues to dating the composition of this poem are mternal, except
that 1t must have been compiled at any rate before the end of the 6/12th century,
to which period the transcription appears to belong. The language used 1s
extremely pure Persian, the mcidence of words of Arabic origin being extra-
ordinarily low; at the same time it 1s not so archaic as the language of Firdausi,
yet a fair sprinkling of uncommon words occurs. Rhetorical embellishments
are employed very sparingly, though the author 1s markedly fond of alliteration.
I'am inclined to assign the poemi to the middle of the 5/11th century, and thus,
to make 1t more or less contemporary with the Garshdsp-nama and the Vis u
Ramin,

CONTENTS OF POEM

After the three preludes mentioned above, the author immmediately proceeds
in workmanlike fashion to propound the tale which he has chosen to narrate.

So I have read in the scrolls of the ancients,
the gathered sayings of truthful men,
that there was once a monarch in Syria
whose army and lands exceeded every other king’s.
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Valorous he was, wise and clear of wit,
mimble n attaining every high design

Yet he had no son who should sit 1n his place;
his ruling star denied him that satisfaction

Verses 58-61 set the scene, familiar enough to readers of oriental romances.
(The “ scrolls of the ancients’ were resorted to, whether truthfully or as a con-
ventional fiction, by Persian writers of epic from Firdausi downwards; whilst
the theme of the king who had no son occurs over and over again 1n popular
legend—one 1s reminded, for 1nstance, of tales from the Arabian Nights such as
Tay al-Mulik and the Lady Dunya (Nights 107-137) and Jullanar of the Sea
(Nights 738-756), as well as the famous allegory of Salamin and Absil which
Jami afterwards treated. The dramatis personae of the present narrative are
significantly Arab, and such references to Persia as occur are few and ncidental,
so that one is tempted to conclude that the author was writing to please an
Arab ruler.)

The king of Syria had an only daughter whose name, curiously enough,
was Persian-—Gul-1 Kamkar, or the Rose of Kamkar (* a rose of intense red,’
says Steingass, ‘ called after a Persian difigan of the samc name’. A girl of
unrivalled beauty, she elected to reside in a remote fortress where she would
be untroubled by the solicitations of men, for whom (excepting her indulgent
father) she had no use. By chance there alighted one day at the gates of her
fastness the son of the king of Egypt, an intrepid traveller and huntsman who
had lately been hospitably 1eceived by the king of Syria; by a strange comnci-
dence his name was also Persian—Humay, a name much more commonly
borne by women than by men. Gul spotted Humay from the roof of her
fortress and instantly fell 1n love with him (verses 130-160), a compliment
which Humdy at once reciprocated. Gul declared to her handsome lover her
wdentity (verse 190).

After their first delightful but chaste encounter the precipitate lovers parted
in the promise of quickly renewed amours. Humdy returned to the city and
resumed his amijable relations with Gul's father, from whom he prudently
concealed the true reason for his belated homecoming (verses 200-220). He
declared himself sated with hunting, and engaged thereafter to sit all day
long with the king feasting and drinking. Yet the very next night Humay gallop-
ed secretly out of the city and repaired again to Gul’s fortress (verses 230-
250).

) The Rose of Kamkar commanded a table
to be set worthy to entertain her love
The table being spread, they demanded wine
and once again arrayed a noble banquet
They sought to gratify their desire with kisses,
but did not indulge their passion completely.
They bit the sugar-selling ruby,
they took their share of dalliance and delight;
yet they went not about the door of the devil’s counsel,
so that the Lord of the World was not displeased with them.

So their clandestine but blameless 1dyll continued, until the day came round
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PREFACE

THE text here published has been edited from a manuscript, apparently unique,
1n the possession of Sir Chester Beatty, who purchased 1t by auction at London
mn 1938. Tt 1s No. 301 of his great collection of manuscripts now housed in the
Chester Beatty Library in Dublin.

DESCRIPTION OF MANUSCRIPT

The manuscript comprises 126 folios of fairly thick, firm and well-preserved
paper, measuning 31.6 x23.8 cm. The text 1s contained m folios 2v to 123y,
the remaining pages being covered with unrelated scraps of poetry. The writing
1s a fine old scholar’s naskh, very clear and remarkably free of errors. Folio 2
1s slightly later than the general body of the manuscript, and folios 63 and 70
are about a century later still.

The copy 1s undated and unsigned, but on palaeographical grounds 1t may
be assigned to the end of the 6/12th century, folio 2 being supplied, to fill a
lost, or more likely to replace a torn, opening, not much later than A.D. 1300.
This latter dating 1s certain, because a waq/ notrce mscribed on the margin of
folio 2v 1s dated Ramadan 712 =January 1313, The handwriting of folio 2 1s
closely similar to that of the main body, but differs in that post-vocalic ddl is
written dal and not dhdl—a change in practice which took place during the
13th century. The script of folios 63 and 70 1s a typical cursive hand of the
late 14th century.

The mamn body of the text exhibits a consistent use of post-vocalic dhal; pd
is 1arely distinguished from bd, chim 1s written as jim, and gdf as kdf, &
and Lf are given for the later forms as and of (the latter form appears on folio
2v); the hamza of idafa 1s written between the two words so joined, whilst hamza
is not written 1n certain forms of certain verbs (e.g. 3k o for later JL )
The scribe has from time to time employed hgature‘s, such as rwé{ for

R
Instead of the usual basmala, the work 1s introduced by the formula
Solis salaz Uly Ly 3050
This 1s written anachronstically 1n old Kufic style, presumably in 1mitation
of thé lost opening folio. Both wording and calligraphy of this eccentric
mtroductory formula strongly resemble those of the famous Vienna manuscript
of the Kitab al-Abniya of Ablt Manstr Muwaffaq (edited by F R. Seligmann,

Vienna, 1859), dated 447/1005-6 and 1n the handwriting of the poet ‘Ali 1bn
Ahmad Asadi.

TITLE AND AUTHOR

This work, an epic poem of over 4,300 couplets in mutagdrib metre, contains
within 1tself neither title nor author’s name. A comparatively ancient hand has
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